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Module 3 The Miracle on the Han River Gallery 한강의 기적관 

Learning Objectives and Contents 수업 구성 및 목표  

This lesson explores the economic development of the Republic of Korea in half a century, 

known as the Miracle on the Han River, and teaches students to take pride in their home 

country. Students will recognize that Korea's economic development has transformed the 

country from a recipient of aid to a country that can help other countries. Students will also 

be able to identify and introduce Korean products that can be found locally. Encourage 

students to think about ways they can help others or other countries in the future with their 

economic interests. 

본 차시에서는 한강의 기적을 통해 반 세기 만에 이룩한 대한민국의 경제 발전의 과정을 알아보고 학

생들이 모국에 대한 자긍심을 갖도록 교육한다. 한국의 경제 발전에 따라 원조를 받던 나라에서 다른 

나라를 도울 수 있는 나라가 되었음을 알도록 한다. 또한 현지에서 발견할 수 있는 대한민국 관련 상

품들을 찾아보고 소개할 수 있다. 학생들이 앞으로 경제에 관해 관심을 갖고 다른 사람 혹은 다른 나

라를 도울 수 있는 방법을 생각해 보게 한다.  

No 
Contents and 

questions 
Student Activities 

1 Watch the "Have you 

ever heard of this 

country?" video created 

by VANK. 반크에서 제

작한 “이 나라를 들어보

셨나요?” 영상 시청 

Interview your parents or grandparents about the Korean War and 

other difficult times in Korea. 부모님 또는 조부모님 인터뷰 

2 What was Korea like in 

the 1950s?  

1950년대 한국은 어떤 

모습이었을까요? 

Compare South Korea in the 1950s and today in a Venn diagram  

1950년대와 현재를 벤다이어 그램으로 비교해 보기 

3 The Miracle on the Han 

River 

한강의 기적은 무슨 뜻

일까요? 

Learn what "The Miracle on the Han River" means and compare it to 

the Miracle on the Rhine in Germany. ‘한강의 기적(The Miracle on 

the Han River)은 무슨 뜻인지 알아보고 독일의 라인강의 기적과 비

교해 보기 

4 A brief history of 

Korea's economic 

development. 한국 경

제 발전의 과정을 알아

봅시다. 

Create a timeline of the development of the Korean economy. 한국

의 경제 발전에 관한 타임라인을 만들어 봅시다.  

5 Products from South Research what kinds of high-tech products are made in Korea. 대한



 Korea. 한국의 상품들은 

어떤 것이 있을까요? 

민국에서 만드는 첨단 제품은 어떤 것이 있는지 조사해서 발표해 

봅시다.  

Imagine you are an employee of a leading Korean company and 

introduce your company and what products you would like to export. 

대한민국의 대표적인 기업의 직원이 되어 기업을 소개하고 수출하

고 싶은 제품은 어떤 것이 있는지 소개해 봅시다.  

What Korean products would you like to give as a gift to a friend? 

Draw a picture or take a photo to represent them. Or Create a short 

that introduce Korean Products. 친구에게 선물하고 싶은 한국 상품

은 어떤 것이 있을까요? 그림을 그리거나 사진으로 표현해 봅시다. 

Short 영상을 만들어봅시다.  

Create a word cloud by collecting words such as Korean food and 

Korean products.한국음식, 한국상품 등의 단어를 모아서 word 

cloud를 만들어 봅시다. 

6 Watch the "South 

Korea, a country that 

helps" video created by 

VANK.  

What does it mean to 

go from being a 

receiving nation to a 

giving nation? 

1. Name the countries that helped Korea. 한국을 도운 나라들의 

이름을 적어 보세요. 

2. How does Korea help other countries? 한국은 어떻게 다른 나

라들을 돕고 있나요? 

3. Think about what you would do if you could help another 

country. Tell your friends. 돕고 싶은 다른 나라가 있나요? 어떻

게 돕고 싶은지 계획을 세우고 발표해 봅시다.  

 

Preview questions 

1. Have you ever learned anything about South Korea in American schools, and if so, what did 

you learn? 대한민국에 관해 미국학교에서 배운 내용이 있나요? 어떤 내용을 배웠나요?   

2. Have you ever heard the phrases "Miracle on the Rhine" or "Miracle on the Han River"? What 

do they mean? ‘라인강의 기적,’ ‘한강의 기적’이라는 말을 들어본 적이 있나요? 무슨 

뜻인가요? 

3. Write down a product or word that represents Korea.한국을 대표하는 상품이나 단어를 

적어봅시다.  

4. How do you recognize a country's development? 어떤 나라(국가)가 발전했다는 사실을 

무엇으로 알 수 있나요?  

Vocabulary 

식민지, 국민 소득, 폐허, 반 세기, OECD, 식량, 원조, 한강의 기적, 정보통신 기술, 첨단 



Students Activities 

Activity 1 The Maracle on the Han River Bingo 

Make a bingo game using the words given below. Say the meaning of the 

words. 보기에 있는 단어로 빙고게임을 해봅시다. 단어의 뜻을 말해 봅시다. 

   

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

보기 원조, 소득, 기술, 상품, 식량, 정보통신, 식민지, 첨단 

 

  



Activity 2 The Maracle on the Han River Consonant Quiz 

Read the following initial consonant and find the appropriate word given below. 

Write down sentences with the word. Explain the meaning of a word to your 

classmates. 다음 초성을 읽고 알맞은 단어를 보기에서 찾아 적어 봅시다. 단어가 들어간 

문장을 적어봅시다. 친구들에게 뜻을 설명해 봅시다.  

 

NO 
Initial 

Consonant 
Word Sentence 

1 ㄱ ㅅ   

2 ㅅ ㄷ   

3 ㅅ ㄹ   

4 ㅅ ㅁ ㅈ   

5 ㅅ ㅍ   

6 ㅇ ㅈ   

7 ㅈ ㅂ ㅌ ㅅ   

8 ㅊ ㄷ   

 

보기 원조, 소득, 기술, 상품, 식량, 정보통신, 식민지, 첨단 

 

  



Activity 3 Make a Korea Word Cloud 

Create a word cloud with vocabulary that describes what Korea(The Republic of 

Korea) is like. 대한민국은 어떤 나라인지를 표현하는 어휘를 모아 워드 클라우드를 만들어 

봅시다.  

 

1. What does Korea, “Dae Han Min Kuk” stand for? 대한민국은 무슨 뜻인가요? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. For me, Korea is ___________________, _________________, and  

_______________. 나에게 대한민국은 ____, ____, _____이다. 

 

3. Create a Word Cloud with all the words that describe what Korea is like. (Use 

https://www.flippity.net/WordCloud.htm) 

 

 

  

https://www.flippity.net/WordCloud.htm


Activity 4 Venn Diagram: Korea in 1950s vs. Korea now 

Create a Venn Diagram of similar and different points about Korea between 

1950s and now. 1950년대 한국과 지금의 한국을 비교하여 벤다이어 그램으로 그려봅시다.  

  



Activity 5 Put Them in Order 

The following is about the economic development of Korea. Put the events in order in 

which they happened.  

▪ The Proclamation of the Republic of Korea (1948), 

▪ Korean War (1950), 

▪ Opening of Gyeongin Expressway (1968), 

▪ Opened the Seoul Subway (1974), 

▪ Mass produced and exported first car, Pony (1975), 

▪ Reached $10 billion in exports (1977), 

▪ Host the Seoul Summer Olympic Games (1988), 

▪ The Miracle of the Han River, Became an OECD member (2009) 

 

 

  

The Proclamation of 

the Republic of Korea 

(1948) 

The Miracle of the 

Han River, Became an 

OECD member (2009) 



Activity 6 Helping Other Countries  

Watch the "South Korea, a country that helps" video created by VANK and talk about 

the help South Korea has received and how it is currently helping other countries. 반크

에서 제작한 ‘도움을 주는 나라 대한민국’ 동영상을 보고 대한민국이 받은 도움과 현재 다른 나라를 

어떻게 돕고 있는지 발표해 봅시다. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E56hywq5oYc) 

 
 

1. Name the countries that helped Korea. 한국을 도운 나라들의 이름을 적어 보세요. 

1) ____________________________________________________________ 

2) ____________________________________________________________ 

3) _____________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Korea help other countries? 한국은 어떻게 다른 나라들을 돕고 있나요? 

1) ____________________________________________________________ 

2) ____________________________________________________________ 

3) _____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Think about what you would do if you could help another country. Tell your friends. 

Country  

Type (Sector)  

Purpose  

Strategies  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E56hywq5oYc


Activity 7 Interview My Family 

Interview your parents or grandparents with following questions and write the answers 

below 

 

1. 1960년대 혹은 1970년대 한국 사람들은 어떻게 살았나요? 기억에 남는 에피소드를 알려주세요. 

How was the life in Korea during the 1960s and 1970s?  

 

 

2. 미국에 처음 오셨을 때 현지 쇼핑센터에서 발견한 한국 제품은 어떤 것이 있었나요? 

When you first arrived in the United States, what kind of Korean products in local shopping centers? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 1988년 서울올림픽이나 2002년 FIFA 월드컵을 구경하셨나요? 어떤 점이 자랑스러웠나요? 

Did you watch the 1988 Seoul Olympics and the 2002 FIFA World Cup? What were you proud of in 

those sports events? 

 

 

 

 

4. 오늘날 한국인으로서 가장 자랑스러운 점은 무엇인가요? 

What are you most proud of as a Korean today? 

 

  



Activity 8 Create a short Video 

Create a short video introducing Korean products or culture. You can select a topic in 

the example below. Post it on social media. 한국 제품이나 문화를 소개하는 짧은 영상을 

만들어 봅시다. 주제는 보기에서 선택해 보세요. SNS에 포스팅해 봅시다.  

 

1. The miracle on the Han River 

2. Mass produced and exported first car, Pony 

3. The Seoul Summer Olympic Games 

4. Korean food 

5. Koren movie 

6. K-pop 

7. From a recipient country to a donor country 

8. [Your own topic] 

 

Title /Topic:  

 

Characters: 

 

Story: 

 

Props: 

 

 

  



Teacher Reference  

Life in Korea during the 1960s and 1970s 

▪ The 1960s and 1970s were a period of rapid change and growth in Korea. 

▪ Economically, the country transformed from a poor, agrarian society into a rapidly 

industrializing one. In the 1960s, many people moved from rural areas to cities in search of 

work. In the 1970s, the heavy and chemical industries grew rapidly, further accelerating 

economic growth. 

▪ Socially, Korea was recovering from the wounds of the Korean War and building a new society. 

The 1960s saw the 4.19 Revolution and the 5.16 Military Coup, while the 1970s were marked 

by the Yusin dictatorship. During this period, Korean society underwent significant changes in 

family structure, education system, and culture. 

▪ Culturally, Western influences grew stronger, blending with traditional Korean culture. The 

development of mass media such as television, radio, and movies enriched people's cultural 

lives. 

Korean Products in a US Shopping Center 

▪ Electronics: TVs, refrigerators, washing machines, and cell phones from Samsung, LG, and 

other Korean brands 

▪ Automobiles: Hyundai and Kia cars 

▪ Food: Samyang, Nongshim, and Ottogi ramyeon (instant noodles), Kimchi, gochujang (chili 

paste), and doenjang (soybean paste) 

▪ K-pop music CDs and DVDs 

▪ Korean movie DVDs 

▪ Seeing these products made me realize that Korea's economic and cultural influence was 

expanding worldwide. 

The 1988 Seoul Olympics and the 2002 FIFA World Cup 

▪ The 1988 Seoul Olympics and the 2002 FIFA World Cup were two major events that marked 

a turning point in Korean history. 

▪ The 1988 Seoul Olympics was the first international sports event hosted by Korea. The country 

successfully hosted the games, winning a total of 23 medals, including 12 gold medals. 

▪ The 2002 FIFA World Cup was co-hosted by Korea and Japan. The Korean national football 

team made a historic run to the semifinals, capturing the hearts of fans worldwide. 

▪ Points of pride from these events include: 

✓ The positive reception of Korean traditional performances at the opening ceremony of 

the Seoul Olympics 

✓ The passion and teamwork displayed by the Korean football players at the 2002 World 

Cup 



✓ The warm hospitality and support of the Korean people 

Korea Today 

▪ Achieving democracy and building a free society 

▪ Achieving economic growth and becoming a developed country 

▪ Gaining global recognition in the arts and culture 

▪ Leading the world in advanced technology 

▪ Preserving and promoting Korean traditions and culture 

 

Top 10 Korean Exports in December 2023 (with Recent Statistics) 

1. Semiconductors ($129,229 million) 반도체 

2. Petrochemicals ($62,875 million) 석유제품 

3. Automobiles ($54,067 million) 자동차 

4. Plastics ($28,078 million) 합성수지 및 플라스틱 

5. automobile components ($23.316) 

6. Steel ($22,401 million) 철강 

7. Electronic Parts ($21,299 million) 평판 디스플레이 및 센서 

8. Chemical Products ($18,799 million) 정밀 화학 원료 

9. Ships ($18,178 million) 선박 

10. Wireless Communication 무선통신기기 [KOSIS 2022 통계 자료] 

Notes: 

• Korea's total exports in December 2023 amounted to $576.14 billion, up 3.6% year-on-year. 

• The top 10 export items accounted for 52.8% of total exports. 

• Major export destinations are China, Vietnam, United States, and Japan. 

History of Industrial Development in South Korea 

1. Early Stage (1945-1960s) 

• Devastation from the Korean War 

• Setting economic growth goals 

• Nurturing export industries focused on light industries 

2. High-growth Period (1970s-1980s) 

• Heavy and chemical industry development policy 

• Expanding overseas market entry 

• Formation of a large-company-centered economic structure 

3. Post-democratization (1990s-present) 

• Development of the service industry 

• Emphasis on technological innovation 

• Strengthening global competitiveness 

Characteristics 



• Government-led growth model: Active government policies and support 

• Chaebol-centered economic structure: Important role of large companies such as Samsung 

and Hyundai 

• Export-oriented economy: Economic structure focused on export growth 

• High saving and investment rates: Important factors for economic growth 

• Education and development of skilled workers: Key driver of economic development 

• Passionate work culture: Contributed to economic growth 

Additional Information: 

• Korea's rapid industrialization is considered a miracle on the Han River. 

• The country has become a global economic powerhouse. 

• It faces challenges such as income inequality and an aging population. 

 

Vocabulary 

No Word Meaning 

1 OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 

2 국민소득 the national income 

3 기술 skill; technique 

4 반 세기 half a century 

5 상품 product; goods; merchandise; commodity 

6 식량 food; foodstuffs 

7 식민지 colony 

8 원조 aide;  assistance 

9 정보통신 information and communication 

10 첨단 cutting edge; up-to-date 

11 폐허 ruin 

12 한강의 기적 the miracle on the Han River 

 


